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Bernany, Va., March 9th, 1838, 
Mr. SxINNER: 

Sir—Last night yours of the 26th ult. arrived 
here after the short passage of ten days. As 
usual you dilate upon my humor. You figure 
better as a humorist, than as a logician. As I 
have to do with you in the latter character, 
and not in the former, you will please excuse 
my unceremoniousness in returning such com- 
pliments. Your style, if not your temper, is 
Indeed improving ; but much as I may sympa- 
thize with you, neither your prayers for me, nor 
your great good humor can justify me in. with- 
holding a full exposure of your unenviable 
posture, and the singular imbecility of your 
present communicatian_, And sot Toavla bts 
that its impotency was its most reprehensible 
attribute, fox if IT do net grootly orr, the soqucl 
will shew that there may be something more 
discreditable to your cause than a mere failure 
in the departments. of facts, reason and evi- 

ce. 

es In the first six paragraphs there are but 
three assertions worthy of a single remark.— 
You say Ido charge you with making the Sav- 
jour say, “these shall go away into temporal 
punishment.” Certainly I do; for with me 
every thing is either temporal or eternal BS.ED: 
spects duration. Do-you now deny this! It 
is, sir, the just sentence of your lately admitted 
doctrine of antithesis. They must go away 
into either the one or the other. You say not 
into endless, consequently into ending; not 
into eternal, but into temporal punishment. So 
Paul contrasts when he says, ‘The things that 
are seen are temporal, but the things unseen are 
eternal.”’ 

3. In your defence of your theory of pun- 
ishment, of which we shall speak in its pro- 
per place, you confound chastisements and 
punishments, and quote Paul andthe Prophets 
speaking of God’s worshipping people, as 
though what is said of them is true of fallen 
angels and wicked men. The words “ for our 
profit” with you apply to all wicked angels 
and men! ie f 

4, The third assertion, ‘In this discussion,” 

ou say, I “have attempted to prove endless 
punishment merely by the force of aconois, and 
can give no other reason under heaven in favor 
of endless misery.”’ I merely reply that this 
is a double error in fact—an assertion as base- 
less and as truthless as your assumption of 
post mortem purgatorial punishment, as detail- 
ed in your standard No. for Septemher, 1836, 


thankfully received here the other day, (of 
which in its proper place.) With what regard 
to truth could you say I “have no other rea- 
son under heaven in favor of endless misery !”” 
Such is your finale of the two first proposi- 
tions. 

5. You then resume the proof of your first 
affirmative on the third proposition, and con- 
tinue for nine paragraphs the attempt to repair 
its breaches. Your efforts on this proposition 
have sealed your reputation for all your dis- 
tinguishing excellencies as a controversialist, 
and more fully show the reasons ‘why your 
breathren have put you under the saddle in their 
team. I must therefore request our readers to 
read over and over your letter, from paragraph 
7 to paragraph 15 inclusive, and to ponder dili- 
gently what I say upon it. 

6. In paragraph 7 you charge me of an in- 
genious and evasive course in examining your 
words indicative of absolute interminable dura- 
tion: for that is the purpose for which you pro- 
duce them; and yet you do not make a single 
specification of evasion or ingenuity in the 
case. I affirm that time, eternity, and duration 
are_ substantive, ideas: and that hut .qne_of 
to the substantive ideas of time, eternity, or 
dusatiuu.. This is-evasiont “Fhis is ingenul- 
ty! And what is your affirmation in the pro- 
position, but that there is a word in human lan- 
guage that signifies duration without end, never 
applied to the future punishment of the wicked ? 
This is your proposition. Well, now, where 
is the ingenuity and the evasion in affirming 
and proving that five of your words are never 
used in the sacred Scriptures in reference to 
simple duration at all, whether of time or eter- 
nity! Is it evasive to keep to the very terms 
of your proposition? In all logical truth and 
propriety every word you have adduced. is an 
evasion of your own proposition; for not one 
of the terms is found in the Bible as an epithet 
of duration. Again, though you enter upon 
this subject in a mighty bluster about ingenui- 
ty and evasion, and with a threatening aspect, 
what misapplication, or misstatement, or de- 
ception have you adduced? Not one: I say 
again, notone. You even only attempt itina 
single instance, and in that you humble your 
own understanding to the dust. 

7. I said in my last that neither aptharsia 
nor athanasia is ever applied to God or angels, 
heaven or happiness. You add, “I am sur- 
prised at your recklessness; and say, “* Had 
you forgotten that the apostle has said of God, 
‘Who only hath immortality?’ If you were, 
indeed, astonished at my recklessness, I am 
truly so at your assumed stuppidity. Why, 
sir, is it possible that you confound a person’s 
possessions with his attributes of character! 
Is every item of your property an attribute of 
your character! or is every adjective applica- 
ble to you that is applicable to your property ! 
Should I say of you, “that you only have a 
certain mystery,”’ will that authorize any one 


to say that I called you a mysterious character, 

or applied to you the word mystery! Do you, 

sir, apply the word earth to the Lord, because 

you read ‘* The earth is the Lord’s’’!!!_ This 

s the sum total. of all your specifications of 

evasion, ingenuity, recklessness, etc. etc. etc. 

on my whole exposure of the sophistry of the 

proof of your third proposition by a class of 
words not one of which is ever applied to 

duration, to heaven, or to happiness, in the 

sacred: Scriptures, and; I belive, in no other 
volume. 

8. But you say I concede “ that five of them ~ 
embrace the idea of duration.”’ Why did you 
not quote my words! I said:of-the wholesix, 
“One of them excepted, the others never but 
by ¢mplication import duration. If you thus 
pervert my. words, I can not. wonder at your 
freedom with the dead apostles. Asin some. 
of them is found the idea of corruption, of dis- 
tance, (as aperantos,) of divisibility, and of: 
mortality, so is the idea of duration found in 
them. ‘These ideas are just as much in these 
words. as duration; and you might as well. 
say that either them or their contraries indicate © 


ahvoalute,earrnntion._distance, ivisibility, or ——— - 


definite duration. Even take their negatives 
in composition, and I ask, can you say immor- 
tal, indivisible, uncorrupt, frontierless, or 
borderless (aperantos) duration! ‘There is no 
affinity or congruity between such epithets and: 
simple duration. Indissoluble, immortal, in- 
corruptible, ete. apply to things that are com- 
pound. Our present life is partly animal, in-— 
tellectual, spiritual. Our nature is now part- 
ly corruptible, divisible, and mortal. Hence 
such compound terms as immortal incorrupti- 
ble, indivisible, etc. are. applied to a future 
state. 

9. If you, sir, had looked your dictionary, 
you would not have asked me, uniess for some 
of your readers, why aperantos refers to space” 
and not to time. Recollect, too, that your pro- 
position is to adduce a word dterally signifying 
absolute duration, which the Holy Spirit might 
have applied to the punishment of the wicked 
had he wished to have communicated such an 
idea. Well, then, let us try it; for you have 
proved the proposition and found such a word. 
These shall go away into—immortal, incorrup- 
tible, indivisible, borderless punishment ! !— 
This is your proof. 

10. * Not all of it,” you say, “for I gave 
you the word adios, which you have misspell- 
ed aetdios in order to deduce it from aez, always; 
whereas I and other learned men deduce it from 
hades, invisible,” ete. Such is your ret 
proof: for this word azdios, you say, is applie 
to God denoting his absolute eternity. I 
thanked you thrice for your candor on your 
producing this word; but, alas for the frailty 
of your candor! It is all gone. And here is 
where I think you have sealed your reputation 
for both learning and candor. It is here, I fear, 
there is something more reprehensible than 

sheer imbecility. 
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It is as easy to transfix these five weighty ar- 
cuments with one shaft, at one time, as to take 
them in single file: for they all rest upon a 
eommon fallacy. Sin and present sufferings 
are as much opposed to these perfections of. 
God, on your own reasoning, as endless pun- 
ishment. The whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain in consequence of the per- 
mission of moral evil. "Whenever you recon- 
cile this to infinite benevolence, mercy, wis- 
dom, power, and justice, I will by your own a 
arguments reconcile eternal punishment to all 
the same perfections of the Diety. For if you 
assume that the end in view justifies the per- 
mission of the endurance of moral evil, with 
all its pains and agonies; for seven or ten thou-" 
sand years; I have only to assume that simi- 
lar or greater ends in view may justify per- 
petual suffering and punishment, The prin- 
ciple is the same. The difference is only in 


your plastie hands, been converted into God’s 
purposes: but this still helps the truth; for 
all his purposes are eternal and immutable} 
You now appear to have lost your sagacity 
at every point: for you add, paragraph 11, 
by my admitting this word to mean endless 
duration, I have swallowed the naked hook— 
(what stupidity !) and sustained your third 
proposition! How can this be, inasmuch as 
this very word is applied to the chains of 
darkness or prison that confines wicked angels 
—a prison which while it holds them fast to 
the day of ‘eternal judgment,” secures them 
for ever. 

17. Itis not my province here to descant 
upon all your wayward fancies—nor is it nev 
cessary. But surely your honorable allusion 
to the eternal counsels of God, under the ap- 
propriate imagery of “the chains of dark- 
ness,” will secure to you some distinction 


11. Sir, is it a fact that you can not read 
Greek, much less understandit! If not, why 
do you commit yourself in this way and pro- 
duce the impression upon all scholars that you 
are wholly destitute of even an elementary 
knowledge of the language? There is not a 
Greek scholar on earth that would say I have 
misspelled aeidios when | spelled aetoon along 
side of it to show that both words, azoon and 
oidios, sprung from the same root and are form- 
ed in the same manner. Please read again my 
19th paragraph and see how I have spelled 
these words. Open your Greenfield, Parkhurst, 
Schrevellius, Robertson, Stokins, or any other 
Greek Lexicon in America, and see whether 
they do not all spell both words alike and de- 
rive them both from one root. 

12. Why do you not give the name of some 
lexicographer that has derived the word aidios 
from ades? You say, ‘There are some res- 


pectable critics who suppose it to be derived 
from ades.”? Why did you not name them! I 
believe, sir, nay, I am sure, you can not name 
one! You will now have to sustain your vera- 
city and your learning at the same time. I 
pray you, then, give us your respectable cri- 
ties, chapter aud verse—your dictionary autho- 
rity. 

13. It is impossible for any one skilled in 
Greek to imagine that adios comes from hades, 
as it is to derive efernity from the word znvist- 
ble. Itis, I say, impossible, for five reasons. 
1st. The first letter of each bears always a 
different spiritus or mark—aidios has the lenis, 
and adees, written in English hades, has the 
asper. 2d. There is no z in hadees, and there 
is an z in aidios with a syneresis always over 
it. 3d. In hades there is the long e, written 
double ce, which is not in aidios. 4th. They 
are both compound derivative words, and the 
one can not be derived from the other. They 


are just of as different families 2c tho_swoxd 
€ason Sir, can you derive absolute 


eternity from the word invisible! And inthe 
5th place, all dictionaries in the world, cer- 
tainly all that Lhave seen, derive aidios and 
aioon from aei. 

14, Mr. Skinner, your pretensions to Greek 
literature and a critical knowledge of those 
words concerning which you nave scraped to- 
ne from other smatterers such a farago, is 

orever gone. I suspected it on several occa- 

sions before—as when you introduced kolasis 
you always write it in the wrong caes, besides 
other blunders which a scholar could not make; 
but I was determined to give you cord enough 
—and now, sir, see how you swing. 

15. You have now finished the controversy 
on the philology of Universalism, as I before 
said, in favor of the truth, far beyond all that I 
expected. You have said that azdzos is that 
word which signifies absolute endless dura- 
tion ; that had it been prefixed to punishment, 
it would have made it absolutely endless and 
interminable. In thus deciding you have re- 
futed pouees and all your efforts to explain 
away both aec and aeioon; for it is incontro- 
vertibly certain that aezdios derives all its end- 
less duration from aez, and that azoonios and 
aidios are branches from the same root. 


16. You have then, sir, sustained my proof 
of the two first propositions, by sealing my 
facts and reasonings upon those long disputed 
words; and you have in another way estab- 
lished all my positions in contending for the 
absolute eternity indicated by this word; for 
it is applied to the punishment of the wicked 
and to God, and to nothing else in the Bible. 
The everlasting chains of darkness have now, in 


power, and justice of God. These are your 4th, 


amongst your brethren. But I shall hasten to 
your ten weighty arguments begun to be ex- 
amined in my last letter. Your effort at philo- 
sophy—your defence of your first arguments 
on the uselessness of endless punishment, 
seems to be, that because we can see the use- 
fulness of some evils, and can not see the 
usefulness of endless punishment, therefore 
it is useless. Of this logic we shall have 
occasion to speak more fully ;—but first we 
shall finish our begun review of your philo- 
sophy. 

18. You assert that eternal punishment is 
“‘ pernicious” to the whole universe. “ It must 
be pernicious to the happiness of saints, angels, 
and all benevolent beings that know it.” It 
exhibits too, in the “Father of all, the spirit of 
infinite malignity and revenge insatiable.”? So 
you affirm—and that is your proof. Query—tis 
the present punishment of sin and your “future 
perience pernicious to the happiness of 
nu'w’ KNOW It OF shall he! now it‘ a 
dare not say it is. peregtier know at mn 
that the mere continuance or increase of it will 
be so? If temporal reasons and causes justi- 
fy your present and future punishment, may 
not eternal reasons and causes justify an in- 
crease and continuance of it forever? How 
far you and the heavenly hosts differ on the 
subject of divine punishment for sins, and how 
differently yousand they conceive of condign 
and suitable judgment, may be learned from the 
beginning of the 19th chapter of the Apocal- 
ypse. You regard it as an exhibition of ‘in- 
finite malignity and insatiable revenge;’’ while 
they sing as follows: “ Alleluia! Salvation, 
and glory, and honor, and power to the Lord 
our God! ‘True and righteous are his judg- 
ments, [punishments ;] for he has punished 
the Great Whore that did corrupt the earth with 
her fornication, and has avenged the blood of 
his servants at her hand. And again they said, 
Alleluia! and the smoke of her torment rose 
up for ever and ever.” Thus, sir, you see how 
far you and the heavenly intelligences differ 
about this pernicious thing. 

19, But you say it is dishonorable to. God 
also. It supposes that he could not or would not 
prevent it. If there be any sense in this, of 
which I am very doubtful, your admissions dis- 
honor God infinitely more. You admit that 
sin exists, and sin is the cause of puishment. 
Now God could not or would not, as respects 
past, present, and future punishment, prevent 
sin. 

_ 20. You assert also that future punishment 
is opposed to the benevolence, mercy wisdom 


5th, 6th, 7th, and eighth weighty arguments, 


degrees. If the Creator could have created 
and blessed moral agents without sin or pun- 
ishment, would he not have done it?~ And 
if this has hitherto been impossible, on what 
principle or fact in philosophy can any one. 
infer that it may at some future period be 
possible ! 

21. To my mind, sir, there is no argument, 
no sense, no philosophy in your ten arguments, 
God can not do every thing that he has power 
to do, or that he has mercy to do. He can 
only do what all his perfections, guided by in- 
finite and eternal wisdom, say is consistent with 
his whole nature. He can show mercy, and 
he can punish sin; but he ean not do the one 
or the other in any way that is not in unisom 
with all his perfections. Well, now, God is: 
immutable in all his excellencies; yet he per-. 
mits sin, punishment, and death; and who. 
can say that what is now may not hereafter be;. 
and that which is just and right and benevolent _ 


in time, may not be just andright and benevo= 
ICL WW cvernivy - aod = Sy — 


conceit in the universe. It has not a single 
fact nor argument to support it. It is the su- 
perlative of the weak and beggarly elements 
as assumption. Your hypothesis is without 
fact, without philosophy, without analogy, as 
well as without Bible authority: Let. us 
take a parable from the brutal creation. Look 
at yonder boundless plain: see how many 
beasts of burden, sheep, cattle, and domestic 
animals of every species are oppressed and tor- 
tured by human hands, or by a thousand acci- 
dents. Add to these all the wild beast of every 
species that have been lacerated, torn, and 
bruised by one another. See the millions of 
birds, beast, and reptiles—not to invade the in- 
habitants of rivers, lakes, seas, oceans, the 
animaclule that people every thing that grows 

Hear, sir, the myriads of groans, shrieks and 
agonies that rend the heavens and melt the 
stony heart of man. Who could endure for a 
single day to look on all the writhings, wrest- 
ings, distortions, convolutions of this congre- 
gated mass of sinless sufferers! Who, sir, 
could endure to hear and see so much misery 
fcr an hour without melting into sympathy ! 
And do you not believe that God, who is in- 
finite in mercy and benevolence, whose good- 
ness is boundless and unsearchable, has had 
all this groaning and travailing creation before 
his mind, not only for six thousand years, but 
from the dateless records of a past eternity 

and that in full sight of it he called all those 
heings into existence, and permitted these sufs 
ferings for reasons to man or angel, perhaps 

for ever inscrutable; but to his mind perfectly 
wise, just, benevolent, and merciful in refet- 


22. Your Wievry; Sir, Is me Most baséless tS 


ence to a boundless whole, an infinite system, 
which his eye alone surveys and understands. 
I ask you then, sir, to show how you can re- 
concile this with your idealism, your a-priori 
¥easonings, your hypothetical divinity? If 
Ged, in all his power, wisdom, justice, mercy, 
‘and benevolence, did give birth to such a sys- 
tem and allot such sufferings to sinless and un- 
Sinning brutes; may he not, I ask, for ever 
punish wicked men and spirits, by whose re- 
bellion all these miseries, groans, and agonies 
have diffused themselv 4s over the face of ani- 
Matec wature, and cast at least a temporary 
gloom over universal being ? , 

23. If farther evidence be yet wanting in 
demonstration of the quicksands on which your 
temple of reason stands, I would inquire whe- 
ther from your own reasonings on the pow- 
er, wisdom, goodness, justice, benevolence, 
and compassion of the Creator, could you fling 
yourself back before sin and sorrow were con- 
ceived or born, yott could have expected or 
inferred from all the perfections of the Deity 
that he could possibly have originated such a 
mixed system of good and evil as now obtains, 
as far as known to us through the whole ra- 
tional creation? From what attribute or excel- 
lency of the Almighty Father could you, before 
the event of sin and punishment occurred, have 
infered the probability of the catastrophies of 
angels and men? I am bold to say, sir, you 
never could, from any promises or a-priori 
reasonings in reach of human faculties, have 
anticipated such events. How then, sir, let 
me compassionately and benevolently ask you, 
dare you, from the empty storehouses of your 
ephemeral experience, memory, and reason— 
from your little horizon—from the deep valley 
covered with the mists of multifarious igno- 
rance in which vot stand_pracus—4~ ~~, 


a state of endless misery for wicked agents is 
pw luney purmivivunsy divlivasveacviu vw Ord, Lld> 


levolent, unmerciful, unwise, unjust, and im- 
potent on the part of God 3, when, upon your 
own philosophy, present sin and suffering— 
nay, the originations of a mixed system of good 
and evil, is equally to be reprobated as useless, 
pernicious, dishonorable, etc. ? 

24. But to cap your climax of unfounded 
reasoning, you add that the eternal punishment 
of wicked men is contrary to the veracity of 
God. This is your ninth weighty argument. 
Your proof? You say, “ For he has declared 
that he will not contend forever, nor be always 
worth, [with a certain people I trow,] and that 
he will not cast off for ever.”?. I thank you for 
this proof; for it proves that when you please 

for ever and always, your aei and aton, do sig- 
nify éndless. Your only proof for this weigh- 
ty argument is a positive disproof of all your 
reasonings upon aei and aioon; for here you 
rely upon it three times as.certainly intimating 
without end. God, you say, will not contend 
—without end, ox for ever!!! Never was there 
on earth a system more suicidal than your Uni- 
versalism. It is always knocking out its own 
brains upor its own reasonings and upon its 
own verbal criticisms. It will not wait for the 
sentence of the law. 

25. Your tenth argument is the whole Bible 
—the voice of all revelation! Eternal pun- 
ishment of the devil and his angels, and wick- 
ed men, is contrary to the voice of revelation. 
If this be so, your nine arguments were fool- 
ishness, yourself being judge. They are uo 
part of revelation. You have given us nine 
arguments, and then the voice of alt revela- 
tion! What a logician! Your tamth super- 
sedes the nine, and dooms them not to be a 
part of the voice of revelation. Lest I should 
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those of your system, I shall hear you once 
more, as 


z you promise, on the fourth proposi- 
ion. 


Controversially yours, 
A. CaMPBELL. 


Original. 


ed 


seem to sport with your frailties, or rather 


[Continued from page 182.] 


Among the distinguishing graces which 
adorn the life of the christian, charity 
holds the most conspicuous rank. ‘Char- 
ity envieth not.”” Where this language is 
found, we have a rule given us by the A- 
postle, by which to judge of the genuine- 
ness of our religion and that of others.— 
In the exercise of charity, we shall never 
find any christian professor complaining 
in the language of the text—<Verily, I 
have cleansed my heart in vain, and wash- 
ed my hands in innocency’’—nor shall we 
hear him expressing a desire to return to 
“the weak and beggarly elements of this 
world,” on the supposition, that all man- 
kind are eventually to be made heirs of 
God’s efficient grace. But the more char- 
ity he possesses, the more will he be “‘sat- 
isfied in the welfare, comfort and salva- 
tion of all.””  **Love,’’ says Dr. Clarke, 
‘is never satisfied, but in—’’ this, and we 
may safely and confidently add, it wever 
will be satisfied, unless all are saved.— 
‘That man is no christian who is solici- 


piers Lom - —— 
cares not how the world goes, so that 


numselr 1s comtortable.”” This Armenian 
doctor has here given his readers the very 
spirit of that ‘‘charity which is the bond 
of perfections’’—the very spirit of univer- 
sal love and good will, 

Where, then, we ask, is there cause for 
so much complaint? In the spirit of this 
charity, we would inquire, if the salvation 
of one sinner from his sins is a source of 
joy to ‘angels and good men, would not 
the salvation of the whole world cause ho 
joy at all, but sorrow and mourning? Is 
it a subject of regret, sufficient to justify 
those complaints which escape the lips of 
the inconsiderate? Will christians fore- 
go all the blessings intimately connected 
with the christian eharacter—become vi- 
cious, and reap the miserable wages of 
sin, because God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world to reconcile all things 
unto himself—become vile and abomina- 
bly wicked out of spite? Will they even- 
tually receive less because of the impar- 
tiality of the divine Being? This is not 
pretended. It was not pretended by the 
first laborers in the vineyard, that they re- 
ceived a less sum; beeavise those received 
but a penny who came at the eleventh 
hour. Butthe envy of these laborers was 
excited in consequence of the last being 
made egual unto themselves. They a- 
greed to work for a penny a-day; and 
made no complaint that their wages were 
insufficient. But, when those who en- 


“Verily, I have cleansed my heart in vain, and "I 


ed my hands in innocency.”—Psalms Lxxi11: 13. 
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tered the vineyard at the eleventh hour, 
received the same sum, they were angry, 
and murmured against the good man of 
the house. Their eye was evil, because 
he was good. Against whom, let us in- 
quire, do those murmur, who declare, that 
if all are to receive the gift of eternal life, 
it is in vain that we have become righte- 
ous and attended to the ordinances of re- 
ligion., Is it not against the Lord of the 
spiritual vineyard? They say they will 
disregard his commandments—go counter 
to his. requirements, and indulge in sin 
and all manner of iniquity. For what? 
(tell it not in gath) because the good Fa- 
ther of all will save all his childrenatlast, 
and make them all happy in the kingdom 
of the blessed. Surely, the language of 
Dr. Watts may here well apply : 


Ts this the kind return, 

And these the thanks we owe; 
Thus to abuse eternal love 
Whence all our blessings flow ? 


To what a stubborn frame 

Has sin reduced our mind; 

What strange rebellious worms we ate, 
And God as strangely (?) kind.” 

But these are the complaints and reso- 
lutions of such only as have never tasted 
and seen that the Lord is abundantly gra- 
cious—of those who have never realized 
the rich reward of obedience—of those 
who are “‘envious at the wicked’’—of such 
as have never cleansed their hearts of this 


baneful spirit. ah 
error ob 


raéf'say unto te 

ye my face in vain. Nor, never did the 
truly religious man complain that it is a 
vain thing to serve the Lord. Never did 
aman cleanse his heart and wash his 
hands in innocency, and have oceasion 
to regret that he had put away the evil of 
his doings—that he had ceased to do evil 
and learned todo well. Never didasoul, 
while slaking its thirst at the crystal foun- 
tain of divine love, lust after the foul wa- 
ters of hatred, nor envy the wicked on 
account of the wages they receive. As 
well might the prodigal, after returning 
tothe paternal mansion, and being clothed 
with the best robe—shoes put upon his 
feet—a ring, the pledge of a father’s love, 
upon his finger, and faring sumptuously at 
the provident board of his father, covet the 
husks that the swine ate. Wm. BeLt. 

S. Shaftsbury, Vt. April 20, 1838. 


Home:—Home can never be transfer- 
red; never repeated in the individual. The 
place is consecrated by parental love, by 
the innocense and sports of childhood ; 
by the first aéquaintance with nature; by 
linking the heart to the visible creation, is 
the only home. ‘There is a living and 
breathing spirit in nature; every familar 
object has a history—the trees have 
tongues, the very ait is vocal. ‘There the 
vesture of decay does not close in andcon- 
trol the noble ftinctions of the mind. It 
sees, and hears, without the ministry of 
gross material substance.—Hope Leslie, ~ 
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THE GLAD TIDINGS. 


PITTSBURGH, JULY 7, 1838. 


Affairs Abroad. 

Reader, it has become so common for me to 
make tours through the country, that J fear you 
will find no interest in reading them. But 
sure Iam, you will be glad to hear that I 
preached one discourse in Youngstown, Trum- 
bull co., O..to a good congregation, and that 
there are some good friends, believers there— 
and also, that the Protestant Methodists of that 
beautiful town, have just built them a meet- 
ing house with a little assistence from the Uni- 
versalists and others, and that it is free for the 
use of Universalists, when not accupied by 
themselves. This is as it should be. I am 
happy indeed, in the belief that the Protestant 
Methodists generally, have much christian 
charity, and are every day growing more and 
more liberal. 

It will be gratifying to the reader to learn 
that Gustavus contains a few steadfast souls 
yet, notwithstanding the Rev. Benj. Fenn has 
preached eight sermons against Universalism 
only the last spring. Mr. F. is a man of great 
courage when there is no enemy near. Hecan 
fight Universalism manfully in his own pulpit 
—yea, he can destroy it, in the minds of many 
of his own members, who never thought of 
believing it, when no person has a chance to 
expose his sophistry. But when an opponent 
ae ocont, he is as quiet as a lamb—he dare 
Then look at the proof. Hearing that his mind 
was much exercised upon the subject of Uni- 
versalism, and that much excitement prevailed 
there generally, I sent Mr. Fenn a note, re- 
questing him to discuss the ‘subject with me 
in public. But he was ina great hurry just 
then to get his corn planted—he would think 
of it till my return from Bloomfield—then, per- 
haps, &c. ; 

Very well, I returned from Bloomfield, and 
a friend waited upon Mr. Fenn to inform him 
that I was at his service. His only reply was, 
that he should be pleased to have a personal 
interview with me. Whereupon, Br. Geo. C. 
M’Cune, of Md. and Br. David Shipman, of 
Gustavus, and myself immediately called and 
were politely received. The afternoon was 
spent in conversation upon the several points 
of difference between us. But as to a debate, 
that was out of the question. I then proposed 
to preach in his pulpit the next Sunday morn- 
ing on the proofs of Universalism, and then 
listen to his reply in the afternoon. This 
would not do. No, not for a “ million of dol- 
lars would he suffer me to go into his pulpit 
and preach another gospel” from that he be- 
lieved. Thus the matter ended. And I un- 
hesitatingly affirm, that in my opinion, Mr. 
Fenn, the Presbyterian clergyman of Gusta- 


vus, O., dare not meet a Universalist in public 
debate. 


GLAD 


last in the Methodist church. 
tions were large and very attentive. The 
Methodists of Gustavus showed much liber- 
ality, and are entitled to our warmest thanks. 


and a most excellent visit with the best of 
friends—I need say no more. 
from Trumbull co., to the Association in Erie 
co., Pa. and thence back, I shall say but little, 
and of the meeting itself, nothing here, as the 
procedings will be found in another column. 
I preached one discourse each at Cherry Val- 
ley, Andover and Pierpont, O. to large and in- 
teresting audiences. 
places are by no means miumerous, and yet 
with proper exertions, much, I believe, might 
be done. 
is only wanted to insure success and a glori- 


TIDINGS 


I preached six sermons in Gustavus, the two 
The congrega- 


At Bloomfield, we had-a glorious meeting, 


Of my journey 


The friends in these 


Move zeal among our lay brethren 


ous triumph. 

In conclusion, I tender my sincere thanks 
to the friends with whom we sojourned for 
their attention and kindness to myself and 
family during our visit among them, and my 
gratitude to God for his protection. It has been 
a refreshing season to us, and one which will 
be remembered with much joy. D. 


Gustavus, Feb. 10th, 1838. 

To Rev. Benjamin Fenn, and members of the 

Presbyterian Church, Gustavus, Trumbull co., 
Ohio. 

Respected brothers and sisters, having, after 

careful study and reflection, fully made upmy 

mind_that. the dactxines of the, Presbyterian 


vy Luin Ux 


tures of divine truth; ond “belic+: 
most sincerely in the universal atonement of 
Jesus Christ and eventual salvation of the 
whole human family, I consider it improper 
for me to remain longer a member of your 
church. I therefore, hereby, respectfully with- 
draw my fellowship and membership from your 
church, with which and other sister churches, 
I have enjoyed fellowship and communion for 
twenty-one years. 

In taking this step, lam actuated, as I trust, 
by christian motives. Ihave no hardness or 
unpleasant feelings to any member of your 
church, but on the contrary, I harbor no feel- 
ings but love and good will to all. 

Hoping you will see proper to grant me an 
honorable dismission, and praying for your 
peace and happiness on earth, and your endless 
bliss above, I subscribe myself your affection- 
ate Sister, Zitpua R, Muzzy. 


The above is an exact copy of a letter sent 
by sister Muzzy to the Rev. Mr. Fenn, witha 
request that it should be read before the 
church; but it seems he thought best not toread 
it—neither have they taken any action upon 
her case, either to grant her a dismission or 
ex-communicate her. The course pursued in 
this matter has been rather dishonest, in our 
opinion. Mrs, M. resided in Gustavus at the 
time the above was written, but the family 
being in rather an unsettled state, and in the 
expectation of moving soon, she requested 
from the church a letter of her standing, which 
they voted she should have. But before the 
letter was presented, the guardian (not the 
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‘selves to examine the testimony. 


AND OHIO UNIVERSALIST. 


preacher) of the Presbyterian Church in Gus- 
tavus, hearing it wispered that Mrs. M. was 


inclined to the doctrine of Universalism, ob- 
jected to-its being granted. His veto prevail- 
ed against the vote of the church, so the letter 
has not yet been received. Mr. Muzzy and 
his family have since moved about ten miles, 
to the town of Fowler, and no soonner were 
they again located, than the Presbyterians of 
Gustavus busily circulated the story that Mrs. 


M. had renounced Universalism and become a 
Methodist. Nothing can be more false than 
this. I have seen and conversed with her 
twice recently—at one time she was confined 
to a sick bed, and had had for weeks more of 


the doctrine of endless misery administered to 
her, even by her physician, than of medicine 


for the body. But, though her body was weak, 


her mind was sound, and her faith in the sal- 


vation of all men, firm andunshaken. It was 


her delight to converse upon the love of God 
—it seemed to be, almost her only comforter 


in the dark hours of affliction—and a blessed 
one it was. ; j 
A few reflections upon this subject. What 


could have been the motive which induced 
them to withhold the letter from Mrs. M. after 
they had voted to grant it? What spirit could 
have induced them to circulate the report that 
she had renounced Universalism and embraced 
Methodism? And, why do they permit her 
name to stand among the elect, when she has 
publicly renounced their sentiments ? 

In conclusion we remark, that Mrs. Muzzy 
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sermons from Mr. Fenn, against Universalism, 
will never change her faith. Hence, we re- 
commend them to cease their warfare, and learn 
of him ‘ whois meek and lowly of heart.’ 


D. 
Qc The post master at Leesburgh, Highland, co., 


Ohio, informs us that Doct. M. Holmes, J. M’Clure 
and J. Johnson of that place, refuse to take their 
papers from the office. The P. M. adds, that upon 
our order, he will send the papers to us. 

There is something strange in this. The above 
named, owe us $2. each. Will the P. M. inform us 
how long the papers have been refused, and why he 
did not immediately return them or inform us? If 
we have any friend or agent in that vicinity, who 
can, we wish him to inquire into this affair, and in- 
form us immediately, as we know there must be dis= 
honesty somewhere ? 


(cf Bro. George Rogers is now in this city. He 
will leave this next week for the Western Reserve, 
where he will spend some days in delivering dis- 
courses and procuring subscribers for “The Pro and 


Con.” His purpose is, if possible, to visit Susque- 
hanna and Wayne counties, Pa. ‘ 


Conversion of a Society. 
We learn with pleasure from the Gospel 


Witness, that a Calvinistic Society in South 
Weymouth, Mass., have renounced their belief 
in endless misery and embraced Universalism, 
Amen! Surely the march of truth is onward, - 
and will continue so long as men allow them- 
D. 
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(CPThe post master at London, Madison co., O, 
says there are no such persons as R. S. Fay, Alex, 
Cochran and Thos. Turner, in that vicinity. Will 
Mr. Francis Asbury or Henry S. Zinn, inform us 
upon this subject? There were such men there, for 
they had, and some of them paid for the first volume. 
If they can be found, will Mr. Asbury, or some one 
of our agents collect and forward what they owe 
us? which is as follows: R. S. Fay, $2,00; Alex. 
Cochran, $3,00 ; Thos. Turner, $2,00. 


Several articles have appeared in the late num- 
bers of our paper, during our absence, which were 
not intended by us for publication, especially, the 
letter from Br. Whitney, dated at Springfield, O. It 
was, as a whole, only applicable to the then present 
circumstances, But the fault was all my own, in 
leaving them in the editorial drawer. 


Our friend at Putnam, who wishes Br. Lor 
ings reply to Mr. Walker, is informed that the 
postage would amount to about the worth of 
the pamphlet, hence, we shall not send it, as 
we dislike to burden our friends with postage. 
We know by experience that it is unpleasant 
to pay heavy postage. 


The original article on our last page may be too 
strong for some of our readers—if so, they need 
not read it. It is not a characteristic of our paper. 
It is the production of a friend in a playful mood, 


which we promised topublish before written. ‘Varie- 
ty is the spice of life.’ 


“Silas Highland has ran off.”? So says his re- 
turned paper. But to what office was his papersent ? 
That’s the question. Why will not post masters 
put on the name of the post office, and thus save us 


much trouble ? Itfrequently happens that we ran- 
“nut fird> the scua-~,-- 41.24 ween han aarvaral of the 


same name, and hence are obliged to continue send- 
ing the paper, till the P. M. in much anger sends 
word again, not thinking the fault is all his own. 


OBITUARY. 

Died, in Cherry Valley, Trumbull co., Ohio, June 
18th, Artemas Beals, second son of Rev. Edson 
Beals of that town, aged 18 years. This dispensa~ 
tion is peculiarly afflictive. He was a young man 
of much promise, possessing an amiable disposition, 
and a studious and active mind. He was attending 
school when he was taken sick, which was but ten 
days before his death, and arrangements had been 
made for him to come to this city and reside in my 
family to pursue a course of studies preparatory to 
his entering the ministry of reconciliation. I saw 
and conversed with him upon the subject, the very 
day he was taken sick—he looked forward te the 
time, seemingly, with much pleasure. Need I say, 
under circumstances of this nature, that the hearts 


of the parents were bound up in this promising son? }. 


It could not be otherwise. Not that they loved him 
better than their other children, but in him centered 
the hopes of his fond father, our beloved and zeal- 
ous brother, for a successor in the ministry of that 
cause which is dearer to his heart than all the world 


his spirit took its departure. It was an interesting yet 
an awful scence. Iattended the funeral on the fol- 
lowing day, and attempted to administer the conso- 
lations of the Gospel, from 2 Cor. v: 1. A large-:con- 
course of sympathising friends and neighbors attend- 
ed, and though they were mostly of an opposite faith, 
listened attentively to the services. 

There were no outward badges of mourning worn 
by any of the friends, and few were the tears they 
shed. Their sorrow was 'too great for tears—their 
mourning was too real for outward show, and their 
anguish too deep, for audable sighs. Greater grief, 
I think I never beheld, and yet they, especially the 
parents, were perfectly calm and resigned to the will 
of God. O, thought I, how happy are they who trust 
in the goodness of creation’s Father. I have never 
seen a more blessed influence of a faith in universal 
salvation in times of affliction than in this. May 
that blessed doctrine continue to sustain them, and 
all who are called to mourn, through life, and be 
their consolation in the hour of death. Amen. 

S. A. D. 

The following lines were written on the morning 
of the funeral of Br. Beals’ son, by an Englishman, 
who was an acquaintance of the young man: 

Weep not! he is not dead, 

But Jesus passing bye, 

Beheld his suffering bed, 

With pity in his eye, 
Bid Angels charge to bare and own, 
And sing him welcome to his Throne. 


Original. 


“Let us reason together.”*—Bible, 


BY H. TORREY. 


“ Tis reason’s part 
To govern and to guard the heart.’ 


In all ages, mankind, universally, have endeay~ 
ored to climb the ladder of reason, and to present to 
the world principles of supposed truth. Their re- 
searches have been mostly prosecuted through the 
intricate windings of imaginary religious systems ; 
and although highly diversified, and at direct vari- 
ance have been the numerous theories held up as the 
infallible criterion for mortal conduct, stiil, all 
have had their admirers—ail have basked for a sea- 
son in the winning sunshine of deceitful popularity. 
But the night of mysticism is far spent, and the 
day of visible truth is athand. No longer is it ren- 
dered necessary that principles of philosophy and 
religion should be clothed in the inextricable garb 
of mystery in order to meet with a proper recep- 
tion. Too long, already, has the human mind been 
compelled to bend in submission to incomprehensi- 
ble principles, as the ivy clings around the sturdy 
oak, believing them to be their sole support; and 
hence, ignorance, and the destruction of the nobler 
faculties in man, have been the lamentable conse- 
quences. The expansion of the mind is now in 
progress, and it spreads like heavy, deep waters, 
when released from confinement, sweeping all the 
tattling-bearers of error before its irresistable sway, 
encircling round naught but those things which are 
based upon the “rock of ages.” 

In this age, the majority of men desire to have 
religious theorizes presented in an ungarbed light, 
that they may be enabled to scan their every fea- 
ture, by one penetrating glance from the reasonable 
eye. And if they are not Bibiaetci in this plain, 
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formed by a heated imagination—having no sound- 
ness, and all connected ideas are classed among 
other deceptive follies; and thus men become un- 
believers, infidels. It is the peculiar form and 
character in which a God has been presented to the 
understanding of reasonable beings, that has opera~ 
ted in producing so many unbelievers in his exist- 
ence. Now, kind reader, “let us reason together,” 
and endeavor to bring to a focus a few wandering 


Weep not ! he is not dead, 
But only fell asleep ; 
He rests with Christ his Head, 
Who’ll safe the Jewel keep— 
He’ll call when night gives place to day, 
Arise, my love, and come away. 


Weep not! he is not dead, 
But only gone before, 
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ches nartine’ nno mores 
He bade his frien en and flesh adew, 


In hope of meeting them anew. 


Pittsburgh Association. 

This body will hold its second annual ses- 
sion at Elizabethtown, Marshall co., Va. (12 
miles below Wheeling) on the first Saturday 
and following Sunday in August next. Anin- 
vitation is extended to all ministering brethren, 


who can, to attend. G.N. COX, ideas, which we may perchance have imbibed upon 
Committee. some particular point. 
Reason, I conceive to be simply a knowled 
DEDICATION. ’ psy: edge of 


truth. A person, in order to be a man of reason, 
inust have a knowledge of fixed principles in nature, 
and also an understanding of the relation and influ- 
ence existing between the numerous substances of 
organization. Man is a being endowed with a 
finite and limited nature; his reason is complicated ; 
it cannot traverse absolutely beyond the bounds of 
mortality; it is amalgamated with matter, and 
therefore, every thing upon which it operates must 
be connected, in some manner or degree, with a 
material nature. Go to that aged and desponding 
skeptic, who is now weeping over the silent ‘ashes 
of his last, and most precious of all treasures, a once 


The new and very commodious Church, er- 
rected by the Universalists at Springfield, 
Clark co., O. is to be dedicated to the service 
of the true and living God, on Wednesday, 
25th of July next. Sermon, by Br. Geo. Mes- 
senger. 

On the following day, Br. Messenger is to 


be installed as pastor of the Society. 
It is expected that a collection will be taken 


up to assist the friends in defraying the ex- 
pense of the church. Our friends from a dis- 


tance who are able and willing, will please go 
prepared. 
Letters and Receipis since June 9th. 

M. B., Jersey ; W. W.C., New Lisbon; B. J. G. 
Norton; P. M., Willoby ; P. M., Leesburgh; H.S., 
Philada. $3. (pays to end of vol. 3;) A. C., Athens, 
$8.; P. M., Shellby; P. M., Painsville; R. C. HL, 
Alton, ll.; G. N.C., Elizabeth, Va. $10.; P. M., 
Guysville, $2. for W. 8. 


beside. 

But he is gone! Those hopes are blasted! O, 
how sad the change of one short week! He was 
sensible that his time was at hand, for two days be- 
fore his death. I conversed with him on the subject— 
he talked calmly, and expressed a willingness to go. 
He had no fears to meet his heavenly Father. Isaw 
him in the pangs of death, and was by his side when 


beloved wife, and ask him in a tone of sympathetic 
tenderness, why do you not believe in the exist- 
ence of a God? he will answer you, with tears of 
sorrow trickling down his pallid cheek, “O, I can- 
not—I cannot comprehend an immaterial substance 
—my reason and good judgment will not permit me 
to believe, that only six thousand years ago the 
stupendous mass of universe, which now fills im- 
{ mensity, was made of no substance, and brought into 
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existence by the invisible hand of Him who is noth- 
ing of himself, as christians teach: no, I cannot 
believe in these marvellous notions.”? Truly: but 
alas—without any farther consideration, he takes 
the fatal leap into the dreary abodes of infidelity, 
whose inhabitants dwell “without hope and with- 
cut God in the world.”’ 

Thus we behold, that the idéa of a God of 
nothing, as existing from all eternity, ina state of 
inaction, until within about six thousand years 
from this time, when he was pleased to arouse and 
exercise his dorment faculties in the creation of the 
universal world, has béen one strong cause in pro- 
ducing the present wide-spread principle of infideli- 
ty ; and hence, men haye discarded the idea of a 
God—believed in the eternal duration of the earth— 
and supposed organization alone to be productive of 
all intelligence. _ Now, it is certainly as absurd, if 
hot more so; to believe that this earth could have 
existed from all eternity without a God, as to be- 
lieve that God did ever exist separate from matter. 
It seems to me, that should men be infidels, that is, 
nnbelievers, with regard to these notions only, and 
should they unite God with nature, and believe, that 
“of him and through him and to him are ail things :”” 
“To whom no high, no low no great, no small— 
Who fills, who bounds, connects, and equals all,” 
they would manifest a better judgment, and appear 
much more rational and consistent. In order to be- 
lieve in the existence of a God, we are not necessa- 
rily constrained to limit the duration of matter; the 
bible would not justify such a course; for “in the 
beginning, God created [or formed; as with proprie- 
ty it might have been translated] the heavens and 
the earth.” ‘His spirit moved upon the face of the 
waters’’—evidently implying, that matter before 
existed, but was then changed, formed anew, 
Bronent inteata presen? condition—at, wich tie: 
enabled to behold the beauties of surrounding na- 
ture. This earth may have been inhabited for 
countless millions of years by the human species— 
various creations may have been in existence—in- 
tervals elapsed—new creations formed—construc- 
tions different—and all directed by the impenetra- 
ble wisdom of God. This supposition is natural, 
although speculative. 

Will not the infidel now, in corisideration of this 
view of God, admit it to be a reasonable supposition, 
that he may be induced to believe in his existence? 
It is an indubitable fact, that intelligence is not the 
result of organization: for astronomy, philosophy, 
chemistry, and all other sciences, were in existence 
before man; these fundamental principles are, and 
ever have been, the powerful engine of boundless 
nature’s vast machinery. We gain all our limited 
knowledge of these grand principles, by finite ob- 
servation. They are in existence, not dependent 
upon the organization of our weak bodies for sus- 
tenance and being; for their effect is experienced 
through all the heavenly spheres. Dare men now 
deny the existence of a God? Surely, it would re- 
quire the veriest ‘fool,’ in view of these striking 
evidences, to say, “in his heart, there is no God.” 
Unto my heart, the existence of those fixed princi- 
ples in nature, speak in the language of sweet and 
silent conviction, that there 7s a God,a supreme 
intelligence, which pervades all matter, and consti- 
tutes the powerful energy which causes those count- 
less systems of worlds to move with unimaginable 
velocity so sublimely through the unbounded im- 
mensity of space. 


“But, I lose 


Myself in Him, in light ineffable— 
Come, then, expressive silence, muse his praise.” 
Ravenna, June 16, 1888, 


Original. 
CONTENTMENT. 


We often hear the rich or affluent part of man- 
kind exerting their feasoning power fo persuade 
those who have not been so fortunate as themselves 
in the accumulation of wealth, to be contented ; 
that they have no cause for discontent, and there- 
fore, though they may be deprived of much of that 
which is absolutely necessary to preserve health 
and a cheerful mind, ought to be satisfied. 

I, for one, Wonder not that this argument is so 
frequently advanced by the wealthy part of comtnu- 
ity.. It is for their interest to doso. But how 
do they receive such advice from the poorer class, 
whom they consider their inferiors? There is no 
class of men, in my opinion, possessing so irritable 
a temperament as those possessed of much wealth. 
Their mind is continually perplexed with. fears, 
anxieties and apprehensions, a state of mind not to 
be envied by any one who would enjoy true happi- 
ness ; and it seems remarkably strange, that after 
a kind Providence has thrown within their eager 
grasp every earthly treasure that the mind of man 
could reasonably wish for, their souls will ardently 
yearn for more—and the noblest performance of 
those mental powers, for the use of which all are 
accountable to their Creator, is only to be seen in 
the execution of some cunning plan which will add 
to their earthly possessions. It would be useless to 
preach contentment to such a class of men, when 
their avaricious spirits are grieving for the loss of 
a part of their vast estate.’ You might as well talk 
to the wind. They need no such antidote. It will 
paralize their spiritual energies and lull the soul to 
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one. It isa feeling ever wished for, but never felt. 
Nor will it ever be enjoyed until our earthly work 
shall have been finshed. 

The poor man should not be contented. He has 
many duties to perform. Every day makes his re- 
sponsibilities greater; and he has no sooner dispos- 
ed of one than another is to be performed. With a 
little refleccion, every one will perceive, that true 
happiness is not to be foundin contentment. I be- 
lieve it to be asin to foster such a feeling. We are 
human beings, possessed of superior mental powers 
to all the animal creation; and God has made it 
an imperative duty, that we should be ever active 
in some good work. 

If youare wealthy, you must know that there are 
numerous objects of charity surrounding you. 0, 
harbor not that feeling which has so long been the 
curse of mankind, If you are so fortunate as to be 
possessed of riches, you have an opportunity of do- 
ing much for those who actually need your assist- 
ance. Be assured, there is more satisfaction in 
giving than receiving. Be reconciled to your God, 
—learn to appreciate his goodness to you, and you 
will not wish for contentment yourself, nor feel a 
desire that any should harbor this feeling, while all 
occupy responsible stations in this world. 

T have said that contentment had long been sought 
for, but never was possessed; and I repeat, that 
true contentment, that which satisfies all anxieties, 
and convinces the mind that all is accomplished 
for which it was created to perform, was never ex- 
perienced by any one. It is true, that there is a 
kind of feeling which is denominated contentment ; 
but is far from it—it is that feeling which belongs 
exclusively to the indolent sluggard. 


Iwould by no means be understood as justifying, 
the course of the avaricious. Their feelings are not 
to be envied, while their whole aim is to amass te 
themselves wealth. But when we shall see an exe 
pression of solicitude indelibly stamped upon every 
man’s heart for the welfare of his fellow, then, and. 
not till then, will the rich and the poor be prepared 
to enjoy alike that rich boon, which is the reward of 
industry and benevolence. aig Bs 


PERPETUAL ADORATION. 


I 
The turf shall be my fragrant shrine ; 
My temple, Lord, that arch of thine; 
My censers breathe the mountain airs; 
And silent thoughts my only prayers. * 


ir 
My choir shall be the moon-lit waves, 
When murmuring homeward to their éaves; 
Or, when the stillness of the sea, 
Even more than music, breathes of thee. 

III 
I'll seek, by day, some glade unknown, 
All light and silence, like thy throne ; 
And the pale stars shall be, at night, 
The only eyes that watch my rite. 

Iv 
The heaven on which ’tis bliss to look, 
Shall be my pure and shining book, 
Where I shall read, in words of flame, 
The glories of thy wondrous name. 

v 
Tl] read thy anger in the rack, 
That clouds awhile the day-beam’s track ; 
Thy mercy, in the azure hue 
Of sunny brightness, breaking through. 


vi 
There’s nothing bright, above, below, 
From flowers that bloom, from stars that glow, 
But in its light my soul can see | 
Some feature of thy Deity. 

VII 
There’s nothing dark, below, above, 
But in its gloom I trace thy love; 


And meekly wait that moment when 
~~ iny touch shall turn all xwh:t~~9~-- -Adoores 


From the New York American, 
THE DAUGHTER’S DREAM. 
Oh! wipe the anguish from my brow, 
Damp with the dews of pain ! 
Father! I hada dream but now. 
Which must not come again, 
*Mid crowded aisles I seem’d to stand, 
Deck’d as they deck a bride 3 
‘They placed a ring upon my hand, 
And took me from thy side. 


I breath’d the censor’s fragrance, wheré 
The clouded incense fells Matec 

I heard amid the chanted prayer, 
The organ’s lordly swell ; 

And oh ! my bosom knew the sigh 
Which Rapture loves to wake; 

But when I caught my Father’s eye, 
Methought my heart would break. 


With wreaths of Love from myrtles wr 
To bind my hair they came. ss iieke 
While many a gentle tongue was fraught 
With words *twas bliss to name. 
But when thy brow, eclipsed with wo, 
Like twilight o’er me shone, 
I thought it was unkind to go— 
And turned—and wept alone. 


But vain these eyes were upward rais’d— 
sant *s = had little heed; 
outh beckon’d where the torch-light blaze? 
And bade the bridegroom speed ‘s sai 
I saw a stranger at my feet, 
Who kheeled and plead the while; 
His smile to me seemed wildly sweet— 
Yet not my Father’s smile. 


Softly he told me of joys uplaid, 
For virgin hearts like mine, 

And of a home which Love had made— 
Oh! brighter far than thine, 

But take, ah! take me to thy heart, 
My brow so aches with pain— 

Father! that dream would bid us part ! 
It must not come again ! 


> 


THE GLAD TIDINGS AND OHIO UNIVERSALIST. 


MINUTES 


Of the Proceedings of the Lake Erie 

Association of Universalists. 

June 13, 1838. 

Several preachers and delegates. met at 
Weilsburgh, Erie county, Pa., agreeably 
to previous notice, and organized a Coun- 
ceil by choosing Bro. Epson Brats Mod- 
erator, and Bro. S. A. Davis Clerk. 

: United in prayer with Bro. P. P. Fow- 
er. 

Voted, That Bros. E. Beals, Luther 
Litchfield and Timothy Baily, be a com- 
mittee to arrange the order of public ser- 
vices. : 

Voted, That there be a committee of 
three appointed to draft a Constitution for 
an Association, to be reported to this 
Council, and that Bros. E. Beals, L. Paine 
and Robert Temple be that committee. 

Adjourned till the close of the afternoon 
services. 


4 o’clock, P. M. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 

The following preamble and resolution, 
after some consultation, was unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas, there are many Universalists 
in Erie and Crayford counties, and their 
respective vicinities, which cannot be well 
accommodated in any Association which 
now exists, 

Resolved, That we organize ourselves 
into an Association, to be governed by a 
Constitution which shall hereafter be a- 
dopted. ' 

The Constitution, as reported by the 
committoo, was odoptod unonimously. 


Voted, That Warren Gill, of Cassawa- 
go, be standing Clerk of this Associa- 
tion. 

Voted, That Bros. Bond, Temple and 
Paine be a committee on Fellowship and 
Ordination for the coming year. 

Voted, That Bros. Gunnison, Gill and 
Tucker, be a committee of Discipline for 
the coming year, 

The following preamble and resolution 
were unanimously adopted. 

Whereas, there are many believers in 
this section where no societies or churches 
exist, and whereas but little or nothing is 
or can be done for the good of the cause 
while in an unorganised state, therefore, 

Resolved, That this council affection- 
ately recommend to the friends in every 
place within the bounds of this Associa- 
tion, to organize themselves into Churches, 
and to take measures for the support of 
the gospel, in proportion to their means, 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, 8 o’clock, A. M. 

Met agreeable to adjournment, and 
opened with prayer by Br. S. A, Davis. 

The committee on Fellowship and Or- 
dination, reported in favor of confering 
ordination on Br, James Billings, Report 
accepted. 

Voted, That Brs, Beals and Billings be 
a committee to designate the time and place 


a 
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for the first quarterly conference, and the 
place for the next annual meeting of this 
body. 

Appointed Br. J. Billings to deliver the 
occasional sermon before this body at its 
next annual meeting, with power to ap- 
point a substitute. 

Voted, That the clerk be requested to 
prepare the minutes of this meeting for 
publication in the Glad Tidings, with a 
request that the Magazine and Advocate 
copy. 

Voted, That this council now adjourn 
to meet on the 2d Wednesday and follow- ‘ 
ing Thursday in June, 1839, at such place 
as the committee may appoint. 

Epson Brats, Moderator. 

S. A. Davis, Clerk. 

LAY DELEGATES. 

Luther Litchfield and Timothy Baily, 
Wellsburgh, Jacob Trace ‘and James 
Philips, North Chenango. David Thick- 
ron and Robert Temple, Cassawago. S. 
Crouch, Venango, co. Benj. Gunnison, 
Beaver Dam. Jeremiah Harris, Spring- 
field. C. Rich, Conneatville, Ira B, Con- 
ky, Spring township. 


PREACHERS PRESENT. 

E. Beals, Cherry, O. J. Billings, Spring- 
field, Pa.; L. Paine, Panama, N. Y.; 
A. Bond , P. P. Fowler, Parkman, O.; 
H, Torrey Ravenna, O.; S. A. Davis, 
Pittsburgh, Pa, 

Seven sermons were preached on the 
occasion, as follows, by Bros. H. Tor- 
rey, P. P. Fowler, S. A. Davis, L. Paine, 


Aswawas Deond, I,, Daino and S.A. Davie, 


ORDINATION OF Br. J. BILLINGS. 

Sermon, by Br. Linus Paine, of N. Y., 
Ordaining Prayer, by Br. Edson Beals, 
charge and delivery of Scripture, by Br. 
A. Bond. 


Right Hand of Fellowship, by Br. S. 
A. Davis; Benediction, by Br. Billings. 


CIRCULAR. 


To the believers in a world’s salvation 
scattered abroad throughout the world, 
the Lake Erie Association of Univer- 
salists, in council assembled, sendeth 
salutations of peace and good will. 


Dearty Betovep.—We have been permit- 
ted by the goodness of God, to meet in coun- 
cil and organize ourselves into an association 
compasing Erie and Crawford counties, Pa. 
The Lord in much mercy, has been with us} 
and enabled us to consult upon those things | 
which make for our peace and salvation, in 
harmony and brotherly love. We have seen 
the believers come up from the North and the 
South; the East and the West, and listen with 
joy and rapture to the glorions tidings of peace 
and love. Old age and youth were there— 
people of all ages, sexes and conditions, seemed 
to unite in the sacred joy of the occasion. It 
was a happy season—a heaven on earth. 

There are but two preachers laboring within 
the bounds of this Association, viz, Bros. 
Beals and Billinos. One year ago there were 
none, and scarcely a society or church, and we 
may add, but very few believers. What 
changes take place in one year! There are 


about twenty congregations which now enjoy 
regular preaching a portion of the time, where 
one year ago, the sound of that Gospel which 
is good news to all, was scarcely heard. ‘It 
is the Lord’s doings, and marvelous in our 
eyes.’ 

Brethren, would you like to see as great 
changes in other places? With proper exer- 


‘tions these things, and greater than these may 


be done. Zeal, preservance and co-operation 
between preachers and laymen is all that is 
necessary to insure success in any place.— 
Have no fears, my brethren, of manifesting 
too much zeal, of being too much engaged in 
the glorious work of mental emancipation. It 
is the cause of God, and the cause of humani- 
ty, and reason, revelation, religion and hu- 
manity, call upon you to be up and doing. 

To the friends within the bounds of the As- 
sociation, | would say, think not that enough 
has been done already, and that you have no 
more to do. ‘I'here is much yet to be done— 
churches should be organized in every place 
where there are half a dozen believers—meet- 
ings should be holden every Sabath whether 
you have a preacher or not. You can read 
scripture and printed sermons, sing and pray, 
and thus edify and strengthen each other in the 
faith and in the christian duties, without a 
preacher. I would that our friends every 
where would adopt this course. 

Once more. Brethern, live the doctrine as 
well as believe it—defend it by your conduct 
as well as by argument. In this particular, 1 
regret to say it, but ’tis true, our cause in many 
places, suffers. Yes, it suffers more from its 
professed friends than from its enemies. _ Let 
us then, one and all, arouse from our stupor 
and live worthy of the glorious name we have 
taken. 

To the friends in Wellsburgh and vicinity 


who recéived us with such cordiality and min- 
istered to our wants So liberally, I would say, 


go on in the work of righteousness, and ma 
the Lord bless you, And to all, let us en- 
deavor to increase in zeal, grow in grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ—live in the constant practice of virtue, 
and in hope of meeting at last in our general 
convention with the ransomed spirits of just 
men made perfect, to mingle our songs of re- 
joicing and praise to Godand the Lamb, world 
without end. 
Per order of the council. 


S. A. Davis, Clerk, pro. tem. 


Plato said, ‘‘I had rather have one good 
friend than all the delights and treasures 
of Darius;’’ and Cicero, that ‘‘neither wa- 
ter, fire, nor the air we breathe are more 
necessary to us than friendship.’? The 
writings of Tully are all of expressions to 
the same purpose. Xenophon pronoun- 
ced of its perfection, that ‘itis above the 
reach of the highest human endowment.” 
Bias said, **man has secured the greatest 
good of life who has chosen a worthy 
friend.”’ Zeno being asked, ‘‘what is a 
friend 2”? answered, ‘‘he is another [.’’ 

The passions of men, when directed by 
their reason, are the sources of the most 
enobling virtues, as well as the means of 
the greatest enjoyment; but if they are 
permitted to become the masters instead 
of the ministers of human conduct, they 
are the suicidal destroyers of happiness, 
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Original. 


Indeed, sir, although I am pledged to 
furnish the public with a spark of my un- 
ique genius in the way of a written com- 
munication for the ‘Glad Tidings,‘ I find 
upon taking the pen in hand and: prepar- 


ing certain other little requisites, such as. 


ink and paper, that the most important re- 
quisite of all—the ability to write is the re. 
quisite most needed. As for a subject mat- 
ter, what is more dignified than Univeral- 
ism—the truth as revealedin Holy Writ, ai- 
ded and enforced by common sense, and 
placed in contrariety to false religion big- 
otry, and intolerance. 

Yes Univeralism or the doctrine of an- 
ti Beelzebub’s power and dominion over the 
children of men; and anti-Beelzebub ex- 
istence at all; and thirdly, of the salva- 
tion of all men, women and children, with- 
out regard to sex, age or condition, shall 
be the subject. So much for the premis- 
es, and now for the logic-argumentative. 

First: admitting, just for a moment for 
humor, or to be more serious, say argu- 
ment’s sake—there is sucha superb being 
as his Satanic Majesty—i am still able, 
ready, and, to cut the matter short, will 
prove, that however powerful the devil 
may be in his own dominions, he yet, 
in truth, hath’ not dominion or any dicta 
over the beasts of the field, the fish of the 
sea, the fowls of the air and the children 
of men, which inhabit this beautiful and 
pleasant terrestrial, or, to copy the lan- 
guage of the mystical orthodox, say sub- 
lunary world. —__ = 

And why? for the very best of reasons: 
because, first,. the earth is the Lorp’s her- 
itage, and not the devil’s. Ah, but say 
you, where is the proof of this? Why, sir, 
in the scriptural writings of certainty.— 
But Iam not going to tell you the book, 
section, paragraph and verse where you 
may find it; for if I did you would not 
have the pleasure of reading the scripture 
to find it, and if you do not read them, I 
doubt not you will be as much of a belie~ 
ver in the doctrine of devils as any one 
else. 

But secondly. If hell, as talked of, 
preached of and believed in by the ortho- 
dox saints, be indeed the devil’s kingdom, 
he must needs attend it in person; for if 
the reports from thence be not false, ma- 
licious, slanderous and libellous, his sub- 
jects are a very unruly set, each of his 
angels being a devil himself, learned in 
his own evils, and ready, if he should 


ever leave his throne an instant, to occupy- 


his place. So, then, the devil is bound 
tight in his own dominions; for if he once 
left them, he might be rousted altogether; 
and if he be so fond of reigning as is said, 
he will not leave his throne, to be an out- 
east, wandering up and down to and fro 
through the earth. So, amen to these 
two considerations, 

But hardly said before another one tilts 
up—and it, too, isimperious for a hearing, 


' 


| 
\ 


{ was a firm believer in the doctrine of dev- 


| quently commit such breaches of moral 


Well, say on: it is: man is tempted only 
by his own lusts. Is this scripture? yes; 
and it is very good that it is so; for man 


is possessed naturally of sufficient store of 


the seeds of strife and malevolence to com- 
mit the worst acts, when a full rein is giv- 
en to his passions, without any assistance 
from the devil. For the Lord has said, 
that man, from his infancy up, is only evil 
continually. But neither of these scrip- 
tures will I tell you where to find, for the 
same reason I mentioned before. 

Now for the practical argument. I find 
in a report of one of the New York state 
prisons, made a couple of years since, that 
all of the convicts therein confined, with 
perhaps one, two, three, or perhaps four 
exceptions, were full believers in the brim- 
stone kingdom; and, for sooth, several of 
the said gentry had been in their day and 
generation, or to speak more mystically, 
in their times time and half times time, 
preachers of that doctrine. What! ortho- 
dox preachers in penitentiary! ©, horrid! 
horrid!! horrid!!!) How could such good 
persons give way to the temptation of 
satan? Why, ’tis rather strange, but so it 
is. The devil visited New York state, 
and, by superior address, overcame their 
virtue just as he tempted our fore-parents 
in the garden. During this same earthly 
trip of his majesty, I suppose, he must 
have visited some other states, empires, 
kingdoms, duckedoms and principalities; 
for I find there are numbers of these holy 
personages and their disciples confined 


for their misdeeds in all quarters, latitudes. 
ard —lonpituden vf tire plovDe; 


scape-goat is to be found here, there, or 
any where, with the knotty rope tight on 
his neck, just ready to tilt from the scaf- 
fold, as a just punishment for the heinous 
crime or crimes he has committed, but will 
tell you with emphasis, he-is and always 


ils. Yes, the doctrine of devils, which. 
the apostle so emphatically advises us to 
beware of. No wonder, then, that the 
ruin. should redown upon their own heads, 
when men thus pervert the scripture to 
such evil purposes. 

But why is it, that Universalists, and 
even Deists and Atheists do not so fre- 


conduct and civil law? It is because they 
believe, the first from God’s word; the last 
two from the light of nature, that man is 
the arbiter of his own earthly conduct; 
that there are, as another apostle said, two 
powers warring in his members—one for 
good and the other for evil—that these 
principles are inherent in men’s nature— 
and that, as a being possessed of reason 
and free-will, itis his duty to eschew evil 
and do good; and this is the key of the 
whole matter. QO. Pi iQ. 


A man in humble life, if he be a philosopher, may 
smile upon the importance which some arrogate to 
themselves on account of an exalted station in the 
world’s eye. The differences of condition are in- 
separable from the very nature of society itself, 


upon her. 


use to pray.’ 
fatal blow, and the power of speech was 


6 sho two J 
rn. | ladies, * if she was reconciled and happy?’ 


and to this question she bowed her head. 
The two ladies had visited her every day 
for a month preceding her death, and when 
they saw her die, observed thatthey never. 
saw such perfect resignation before in 
death. Br. N. Stacy, from Ann Arbor, 
preached on the-occasion from 2 Cor. v. 1. 
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The following letter from our esteemed Br. 


Ammi Bond, of Adrian, Mich., to the editor of 


the Trumpet, brings the intelligence of the 
death of his amiable wife and eldest child.— 
Many friends in this region will deeply sym- 
pathise with our afflicted brother. 

Br. Bond has returned to Ohio with his re- 


maining children, and will probably locate. | 


among his numerous friends. on the Western 


‘ Reserve—at least, we hope so.—£p. 


Br. Wuittemore I need the sympathy 
of those who can weep with the afflicted, 
‘for the hand of God has touched me,’ 
and I can truly say I am achild of sorrow, 
and acquainted with grief. But I weep 
not as those who have no hope. I have 
the consolations of the gospel of the ever 
blessed God to sustain me. 
my companion, after a protracted illness 
from the Ist of Nov. to the 10th of April, 
was removed by death, leaving a husband, 
and three little children to mourn their 
loss. She was 30 years and 8 months old, 
when she died. She was educated a Ro- 
man Catholic, but for the eight last years 


of her life, she lived, and in the end, died 


a firm, unshaken, and exemplary Univer- 
salist. A week before her death, a Metho- 
dist clergyman called upon her, and offi- 
ciously attempted to intrude his prayers 
She replied, ‘I do not think, 
Sir, that your prayers will altermy future 
destiny, or the purpose of my heavenly 
Father.’ ‘QO, then,’ replied he, ‘it is no 
After death had struck the. 


ono, sho was asked by two Presbyterian. 


On the 2nd of May, my little daughter, 


Euphina Abigail, aged 8 years and 9 
months, was called to follow her mother, 
and sleep in the narraw house of death. 


On this occasion, I had no ministering 


Br. to administer to my afflicted mind, but 
seeing the multitude and realizing that 
there was a famine in the land (not a fam- 
ine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the word of the Lord,) I left the 
mourners’ seat,—repaired to the desk, and 
for a foundation, selected the words of 


Solomon—‘ In the day of adversity consi- 
der.’ Ist. I was led to consider the crea- 
tion, and destiny of man—2dly, his pre- 
sent condition connected with the certain- 
ty of moral and natural death—3d, the pur- 
pose of God in the salvation of man from 
sin and death, and all connected evil—4th, 
the resurrection of the first Adam, and fi- 
nally contrasted the doctrine drawn from 
those different heads, with the doctrines of 
men. By reason of sickness, my hand 
trembles and I must close my letter. 
Ami Bonn, jr. 


Eliza J. Fe: 
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